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Note concerning study AH-509-002, Brazilian 1976 PNAD

data were re-evaluated in September of 1992. certain points need to be
documented.

1) the project which donated the data to DPLS has inserted a five character ID
code in the front of both household and person records. This ID code is
sequential, starting as 00001, and enables linking between household and
person records. It obviously throws ofthe location of the following variables by
five columns. this five digit number is followed by the IBGE’s record type
indicator (TIPO DE REGISTRO), 00 meaning household record and 01 through
99 meaning person record (again, a sequential code).

2) the project also rectangularized the data. both household and person records
are now 261 columns long, although the household data themselves are only 66
columns in length.

3) in the codebook variables locations MUST be computed by using the record
LAYOUT (LAYOUT DOS REGISTROS) section at the end of the codebook. in
front of that section there are descriptions of variables and how they are coded,

but that section (the DESCRICAO DOS CODIGOS DAS VARIAVEIS) is not in
proper location order.

4) at this time the data themselves look passible.
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date:5-4-81

ve: PNAD 1976 data

As you're ali somewhat aware, c6p§ﬁng the 1976 PﬁAﬁ tépés*waéﬁén e%trémely'
difficult enterprise. Some cf the details are set out here. )

The 1976 PNAD came to us on four reels of tape. These contained a total
of seven files, arranged by region. The first tape contained two files, the
second contained one, the third contained two, and the fourEtJ contained two.

The structure of the data is unusual in that it utilized variable reccrd

length. For examplg, the first case on the tape referred to a domicilio, and kzzzaxus
has a recogd length of some 60 characters. (The number 60 is no longer quite
accurate, which I'll explain below.) This was folfiied by the records of all

pessoas attached to that domicilio, and these records were each about 360

characters in length. Think of the tape structure like this:
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Our usual procedure of translating and copying tapes, UDH, is ubakm
apparently unable to deal with variable record length. We therefore hired a
consultant, XK Mitch Nussbaump, to copy the tapes. While his basic program
was COBOL, the computer output that he left with us is too ambiguous to allow
us to precisely reconstruct what he did, particularly since most of what he
did was trial and x error. (Actuﬁlly, this shouldn't e be a problen.)

(pQ¢AO S22

For some reason %53 (wirl itch-doesniimundenstend) not all of the tapes
could be copied with the same procedure. It now takes five rather than four
peels to hold all of the data. The first reel (6232) contains two files and can
be accessed x quite simply. (We have output that shows how to do this.) The
second tape (6233) contains one file and is also easily accessed. The third
(3652) and fourth (6235) tapes each contain one file, and the fifth (6237)
contains twe. These had to be copied in a different format, which requires a
@cory,G eheexadx command.

Unfortunately, SPSS is unable to handle multi-reel data. This means that
at present we cannot (at least not straightforwardly) analyze all of the data

"(or any data across tapes) simultaneously. There are ways to handle this, such

as merging data from different tapes into a mass storage file, analyzing the
file, and then killing it. This relies on brute force, and is pgobably pretty
{nefficient. Alternatively, we could (and probably should, gixemm given the
enormous size of the sample) merge subsamples from different tapes into a mass
storage file, put this onto a tape, and save it as a permanent data base. Since
the tapes are now in two different formats, this would be immensly complicated,

and would probably again require hiring akrogrammer (at least the first time

 we do it).

We may also think about kz making all of the records the same length by
"padding" the geszma domicilio records out to the length of the pessoa records.
This is wastful of® storage space, but might be ultimately cheaper than more
complex mucking about.
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" It is still not real clear how to reconstrucfyfamiiies or households given
the structure of the data. Perhaps jose can be of help here. I had Mitch give
each domicilio and its accompanying pessoas ID numbers as a possible means of
handling this, although f'm uncertain if this will help. (The addition of
this number means that the record lengths are now five characters longer.)

I have all of the computer runs, random notes, and other information
From PNAD 1976 filed away. This will be permanently saved.

Finally, at one point Mitch had to use Arch's ID number to get on the
4 computer. Since Arch did not have a password, Mitch used- This is

now Arch's permanent password, unless he @z decides to change it.
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